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ADVERTISEMENT. 


_ JUSTLY fearful that same errors may have 
crept into the following Pamphlet, the Translator 
of it, a Swiss, entreats the indulgence of the Eng- 
ih Public. 


Flis eyes were. often. bedewed with tears, and 
Sorrow preyed upon his heart, whilst be performed 
that painful, but ( be believes) * task. 


His utmost ambition will be gratified, if bis 
Translation is judged to be not an inanimate and 
mperfet Copy of its eloquent Original ; and if it 


 inspires the English Reader with those mingled 


Sentiments of bitter indi gn tion amd deep regret 
which it hath excited in his breast. 


May this Narration remain, to the everlasting 
disgrace of the French Directory, an indelible no- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


nument of their treacherous arts, and a true picture 
of the Helvetic disasters which they have consum- 
mated ! May it be an awful warning to their par- 
tizans, if any can yet be found among the moral, 
generous and enlightened English Nation 


London, August 28, 1798. 
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They organize plunder to continue the war, and they undertake 
neu wars to perpetuate plunder. 

— | 
Wurm the man of feeling con- 
templates the mad revolutionary fury 
which strikes at once at the cottage and 
the palace, at laws and governments, 
at Republics and Empires; deeply con- 
cerned at the sight of these bloody 
ruins which surround him, he turns to- 
wards Heaven, his eyes moistened with 
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tears, and exclaims : Have the celestial 


decrees doomed the whole globe to the 
tyranny of triumphant crime? Does 
there not remain upon earth any State 
powerful enough to stem a torrent 


every where accumulates ? 


Though the devastations produced by 


this direful plague, may appear wonder- 
ful; they are nevertheless the natural 
consequences of the singular character 
which the French Revolution presents, 
as well as of the interested views of those 


who have usurped the supreme power 
in France. 


From the beginning of the Revolution, 


that perfidious philosophy which had 


projected the overthrow of the French 
Empire, took advantage of the petulant 


which, far from being weakened by the 
extent of its course, seems to acquire 
new strength from the ruins which it 
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and frivolous character of the French, 
in order to precipitate them into homi- 
cidal novelties. They were intoxicated by 
those magic words LIBERTY, EQUALITY, 
HAPPINESS. Twenty-four millions of 
men became on a sudden factious and fre- 
netic, the agents at once and the instru- 
ments of the Revolution, they destroyed 
those laws by which they were protected, 
they overturned the solid basisof the pub- 
lic welfare: and, in one instant, demolish- 
ed that majestic edifice which had stood 
with glory during fourteen centuries. 


The leaders of this iniquitous work 
had not computed the rapidity of that 
torrent whose dikes they had broke open. 
Destitute of sufficient strength to stem 
its progress, or of ability to direct its 
course, part of them were carried away 


by its impetuous waves; they were bu- 
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ried under the ruins of that grand edi- 
fice they themselves had overturned. 
A memorable instance of the melancholy 
but just fate which sooner or later over- 
whelms the factious ! 


Strongly united, when they wished to 
snatch the power from the hands of their 
legitimate Sovereign, the seditious were 


Soon divided, by their warm desire of en- 
joying that power exclusively. Thence all 


those various factions which successively 
reignedand were destroyed.—Thencethat 
obstinate war against all regular govern- 
ments either to consolidate an usurped 
authority, or to employ a people depri 
ed of every resource of industry and 
trade.—Thence those various and multi- 
farious constitutions sworn to and pros- 
cribed by turns; and which prove only 
the unskilfulness of their authors.— 
Thence those inconceivable depredations 


. * 
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in order to gratify the insatiable avarice of 
the supporters of tyranny.—Thence the 
reign of blood that the despicable and 
cruel modern Nero thought necessary for 
the support of his authority.—Thence 
that melancholy day of the 13th Vende- 
miaire, when to perpetuate themselves in 
their dictatorial power, the French rulers 
answered with the fire of musquetry tothe 
demands of anenslaved people, whowish- 


ed ardently tosee them divestedof their fa- 


tal authority. Thence, that continual and 
alternate change of the systems of Mo- 
derantism and Terror, according to the 
interest of the moment. Thence, those 


open violations of the present constitu- 


tion, and the unjust proscription of the 
virtuous Deputies to whom the French 
people had given their confidence, and 
from whom they expected the re- esta 
blishment of order and the return of jus- 
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tice.—Thence, finally, a despotic and mi- 


litary government destined to stifle 
the just indignation of the people, and to 
constrain them to bear without murmurs 
the infamous and direful yoke under 
which they are now groaning. 


Indeed at present the revolutionary 
Spirit in France exists only in those fac- 
tions which contend with each other for 
power. Oppressed with a load of taxes 
and of misery; ashamed at having been 
the instrument and the dupe of a few 
factious men whom they despise and 
abhor, the French People no longer 
take a part in those convulsions with 
which their rulers endeavour to shake 
the political body ; absorbed in the sense 
of their misfortune, they listen with equal 
indifference to the account of victories or 
disasters : they are heartily tired of those 
plots either real or imaginary by which 
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their rulers try but in vain to affright 
them; they do not deign even to partici- 
pate in the nomination of their repre- 
sentatives. For their choice only remains 
inviolate when it is bad.“ 


In this situation of affairs, though de- 
termined to concentrate within them- 
selves the whole authority, the French 
directors yet wish to govern appa- 


— — 


—— 


* At the elections of the last Germinal, the ter- 
rorists, the Jacobins, the men imbrued with blood 
alone appeared in the Electoral Asssemblies, and the 
respectable mass of the people, deeply indignant at the re- 
volution of the 18th Fructidor, disdained and refused 
to appear. Where is the man of integrity who could pre- 
vail upon himself to accept a nomination when the only 
choice given to him, is either to degrade himself by fa. 
vouring the plunders, the de vastations and the tyranny of 


the Directory; or to be sent to Guiana and murdered, 


if justice and equity alone direct his opinions and his 


principles? 
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rently in the name of the people ; they 
do emphatically repeat the pompous 
and specious words of liberty and 
equality. But they are now nothing 
but a barbarous mockery. They have 
lost all their magical power. The 
power they are attended by at pre- 
sent obtains alone what enthusiasm be- 
fore freely granted. 


If an authority founded on the law is 
Supported by the whole strength of a 
State ; the unjust power of the Directo- 
ry must, on the contrary, be threat- 
ened by that public force which it en- 
deavours to divide, to enslave and to 
combat: while it tyrannises the mass 


of the nation, it is forced to caress, as 


a slave, the pride or the licence of its 
partisans, to gratify the avarice of its 


accomplices, to palliate their excesses, 


and to satisfy those unruly passions which 


taxes, although exorbitant, cannot sup- 
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support them. For the tiger whom 
man brings up to the chace, would 
soon devour his master, was he to 
forget to divide with him his prey.” 


From these truths it follows, that the 


ply the depredations of the govern- 
ment, and that the Directory is forced 
to a continual warfare in order either to 
divert from their conduct the attention of 
the French to restore or augment their re- 
venues by the plunder of neighbouring 
nations which they have given uptoanar- 
chy, and whose trade they usurp: either to 
maintain their armies in a foreign land or 
to remove them from the seat of tyranny, 
fully aware that their authority would be 
at an end, when those energetic and 


brave soldiers should become informed 


of their excesses, and contemplate with 


1 
horror the long and bloody series of 
their crimes. 


Let the government be friendly or 
Hostile, aristocratic or popular, monar- 
chic or republican, the invaluable pre- 
sent of freedom is every where the 
constant pretence of French invasion 
and plunder: and anarchy, blended with 
misery, is its unavoidable consequence *. 


— 
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Venice, Genoa, Rome, Geneva and Switzerland, are 
indisputable proofs of the above truths. The genius of 
the Directory, prolific of revolutions, finds always, ac- 
cording to their wishes, grave and serious motives of com- 
plaint, which they amplify in their gazettes, and which they 
give as the only cause of their premeditated devastations. At 
Verona the Directory have been guilty of causing their 
soldiers to be butchered in the hospitals; and of accusing 
the Venetians of that horrible deed, in order to have a 
pretence for overturning the most ancient Republic, and 
devoting to wretchedness one of the happiest people. At 
Rome, the ambassador Buonaparte, organized an insur- 
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When imperiously led by the public 
opinion, the Directory are reluctantly 
forced to speak the language of peace, 


either they do offer terms which cannot 
be accepted, or if they conclude a peace 
with some of the great powers, it is 
only with the view to weaken and to di- 
vide the forces opposed to them, and 
Separately to conquer them with 


___ 
— 


rection in the part of the town where he lived, and even at the 
gate of his palace; but one of his officers who directed 
it was killed in the tumult: he directly then accused 
an agonizing Pontiff of perfidy, and plundered the metro- 
polis of the world. At Geneva, the French resident 
causes his tricolor standard to be stained ; and, notwith- 
standing the condescending proceedings of its magistrates, 
he collected the votes of its citizens, overawed by the pre- 
zence of the French troops, for the reunion of that Republic | 
to France. The ambassador Bernadotte hath indeed been 
unsuccessful at Vienna, and the insurrection which he wish- 
ed to excite did not take the turn he expected; but the game 
is not lost, and the Directory will not fail to send there 
zoon a more skilful and experienced Jacobin. 


12) 

greater facility. Then they send as 
ambassadors, the most renowned chiefs 
of the Propagandistes, with orders to as- 
semble all the seditious of the coun- 
try in clubs, to augment their number, to 
give them relief, to promise them protec- 
tion, to excite their audacity, to pervert, 
in a word, by their influence, the chief 
Supports of the political body. When 
putrefaction has sufficiently gangrened 
its essential and vital parts, the Direc- 
tory soon finds subjects of complaint 
against the Government, foments sedi- 
tion, maintains its demands with open 
force; and, without running the risk of ill 
success, gathers the laurels and the fruits 
of victory; oppresses, without an effort, 
a power that it has secretly maimed, 
and whose supports it has clandestinely 
destroyed. 


n 
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* Without fear of being deceived, one may date the 
corruption of the public opinion in a kingdom from 


E 
Amid the numberless devastations 
which, without shame or remorse, the 
French Directory hath committed, that 
of the happy and peaceful Helvetia hath 
particularly roused the public feeling and 
universal indignation. Never was there 
a more unjust aggression; never were 
employed more perfidious means. His- 
tory will stigmatize with an everlasting 


reproach and execration those monsters 


who have prepared, and those traitors 
who have contributed to the ruin of 
that delightful country. Who can, 
without a feeling concern, recall to his 


remembrance all the particulars of its 
former felicity? Every object, in 
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the day on which an ambassador of the French Republic 
hath been received there. The insurrections which so 
begin wherever they appear, cannot leave any doubt on 
the true object of their mission, and the warmth of the 
zeal with which they fulfill it. | 
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that country, was appropriated to cap- 
tivate the eye and to win the heart. A 
triple chain of mountains seemingly 
Sheltered for ever the Swiss from cor- 
ruption and rapacity.—Prospects every 
where varied, and every where interest- 
ing, sometimes charm by the enchant- 
ing spectacle of all the riches which 
Nature can produce; sometimes inspire 
us with sentiments of terror and vene- 
ration, at the view of those rivers which, 
precipitating themselves into deep abys- 
ses, form a number of lakes, and majesti- 
cally run to fertilize Europe; or at the 
view of those seas of everlasting ice; 
or of those grand mountains, whose 
Splendid summits carry into the clouds 
that snow, the existence of which is 
coeval with the creation of the globe. 


This delightful region is inhabited by a 
people, who, frommany ages, haveretain- 
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ed the manners, the habits, the character, 
the costume of their ancestors. Here shep- 
herds, amidst arid rocks, graze and mul- 
tiply their flocks : milk is their only 
nourishment; their cheese and their 
cattle compose all their riches. Their 
industry consists in gathering, during 
the summer months, those balsamic and 
medicinal herbs, which sobriety renders 
to them useless, but which are carried 
into the cities, to afford some allevia - 
tion to the painful diseases of the slaves 
of corruption. Here enlightened hus- 
bandmen triple the produce of their lands 
by an attentive culture. No seed is lost; 
no bud is stifled in its growth; and a 
plentiful harvest makes them forget the 
labours which have purchased it: 
Trade, industry, arts, are blended with 
agriculture; and flourishing manufac- 
tures proclaim every where the skill, in- 
dustry and prosperity of this Nation. 
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Paternal and wise laws appropriated 
to its various locality, and cemented 


this country. Here taxation is un- 
known; here persons and property are 
Secured; here the rights of every citi- 
zen are justly weighed in the same ba- 
lance. Religion and virtue are sacred 


and reverenced. Good faith is the firm 


bond of the contract. A reciprocal and 


night, out of the houses, the instru- 
ments of husbandryas well as the flocks, 
which are left out in the fields. The 
poor find always relief, the unfor- 
tunate comfort, and the weak protection. 
A scrupulous ceconomy banishes the 
wants of urgent necessity ; the absence of 
luxury brings ease into the hosom of me- 
diocrity; and a numerous population is 
here at once the proof and the conse- 

quence 


by a common tie, vivify all the parts of 


deserved confidence secures during the 
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simple, but clean, warm, and adapted to 
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quence of an inward and universal con- 
sciousness of happiness. 


If it may truly be said, that the good- 
ness of a Government is to be seen on 
the face of its subjects, that proof was 
principally strikin iking in Helvetia. 


In that happy Country, the rags 
and the pale, emaciated form of misery 
were unknown. Courage and strength 
were the lot of men dressed in habits 


the season and to the climate. Robust 
and healthy women presented the image 
of content, freshness, and health : the 


child, only six years old, with the 


voice and strength of the adult, ren- 
dered in the family important services. 
The house, clean and in good repair, at 
the door of which springs up almost 
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every where pure and fresh water, con- 
tained provisions to supply all the wants 
of primary necessity. A plentiful and 
well-dressed meal was always ready for 
the labourer, on his return from his fields. 
Under these humble, but fortunate roofs, 
you witnessed the sentiments of Na- 
ture in all their purity ; and there were 
found the affections of a father, the ten- 
derness of a wife, and the filial piety of 
a child. Fine and numerous cattle, were 
a proof of the richness of the pasture, as 
well as of the ease of their possessor. 
The neatness of the inns, the conveni- 
ency of communications, the majesty 
and elegance of the public edifices, the 
unremitting attention of the Adminis- 
trators to whatever might contribute 
to universal use and comfort, com- 


manded respect for those who governed. 


The tumultuous joy, dances and songs 
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intermingled with their labours, pre- 
sented to the deli ghted eye the picture 
of the first innocence, and the felicity 
of man, when he first rose from the 
hand of his Creator. 


At this view, the traveller stopt asto- 
nished; tears of sensibility dropt from 


his eyes, and he unwillingly compared 


to it the fate of his own country : but 
soon his soul opened itself to a soothing 
reverie, which the sight of happiness 
always produces. He vowed to approach 
nearer to it; and, with a voluptuous 
enthusiasm, he breathed the air of the 
true freedom which, in that country, 
blends its perfumes with those of the 
most odoriferous flowers. 


Solemn treaties, treaties religiously ob- 
erved, had, for many centuries, united | 
| B 2 | 
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Helvetia and France. If Switzerland 
was indebted to the French Monarchy 
for her prosperity and her repose, she 
had also powerfully contributed to its 
consolidation, and her children had a 
thousand times shed their blood to en- 
sure its triumph and glory. 


If all the European Powers were bound 


to respect, by sentiment, this loyal, 
peaceful, industrious, and virtuous peo-— 
ple, France was bound by duty, as well 


as by gratitude, to regard it, and to pay 
to that Nation all the duties of friend- 
Ship, of good neighbourhood; and 
that exchange of services, which, by 
the decrees of Providence, constitute the 
first ties among men. 


But let us follow rapidly, Since the 
year 1789, that immense catalogue of 
aggressions, insults, and violences, which 
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the Government of Bern was obliged to 


1 
the French Governors have daringly 
committed against Switzerland, and 


which at last have ended in the lamen- 


table catastrophe, that hath erased her 
name from the list of nations. 


In the year 1790, Brissot and Claviere 
organized at Paris a Swiss Club, whose 
object was to correspond with the most 
degraded citizens of their country, to so 
the seed of discontent and to prepare its 
overthrow. This infamous work soon 
produced some effect: an insurrection 
broke out in the Low Valais; troubles 
burst in the Vaudese Country; and 


employ force, in order to recall to their 


duty that misguided people *. 


LM 


* The command of the armed force was entrusted to 
the brave Colonel de Roverea, and the distinguished man- 
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This was but a feeble prelude to their 
premeditated aggressions. The Direc- 
tory employed all the means of perfidy 
and baseness to operate the disorganiza- 


tion of those Swiss battalions, so praise- 
worthy for their bravery, so respectable 
by their attachment to the military 
discipline. They excited openly an in- 
surrection in the regiment of CHATEAu- 
VIEUX; and when the Law had pu- 
nished the guilty, they endeavoured to 
throw the blame of it on the officers 
who had been its organs; they released 
from the galleys the rebel soldiers, and, 
leading them in triumph along the 
streets of Paris, they represented them 
as the martyrs of Freedom, or the vic- 
tims of Despotism. 


— — 


ner with which he fulfilled his trust, made his country 
know what it could expect from his zeal on more impor- 
tant occasions. 
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On the 1oth of August 1792, the he- 
roes of Helvetia were butchered with a 
cold cruelty : those heroes who, by their 
attachment to their duty, and their fide- 
lity to their oath, had covered them- 


selves with immortal glory. On that 


day of horror, the name of Swiss was 
every where at Paris a sign of proscrip- 
tion, and a sentence of death. They 
carried so far their barbarity as to assas- 
sinate the porters of the nobility, mere- 
ly because custom had given them the 
name of Swiss. 


Fearful lest their guilty excesses might 
be attributed to a blind fury, injuries 
coldly meditated were soon profusely 
accumulated on Switzerland. The gal- 
lant battalions of ERNEST were disarmed, 
as well as ten Swiss regiments; those regi- 


ments, which, for above three centuries, 
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had served with loyalty and bravery the 
French Empire. Every one acknow- 
ledged their honorable services; they 
were nevertheless disbanded with igno- 
miny. 


The Directory did more; they pur- 
sued to their domestic abodes those offi- 
cers, who, in testimony of their gallan- 
try and of their services, had obtained 
from the Kings of France the Orders of 
ST. LEWIS, or of MERIT. They put in 
competition their interest with their 
honor, and they required from them to 
. renounce these marks of distinction, un- 
der the penalty of being deprived of the 
moderate pensions annexed to them. 
But this indecent proposition only re- 
flected greater honour on those men, 
whom they wished to spoil; and the 
great majority of them preferred the 
pleasures of sentiment to the hope of 
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gold, and abandoned, without hesita- 
tion, to rapacity, that plunder” which 
it sollicited with so much baseness. 


At this epoch, every thing betrayed 
the project of France to attack Switzer- 
land. Had it been realized, it would 
have been fortunate for Helvetia. All 
the heads and hearts had been inflamed 
by those recent insults ; no time had yet 
been employed to purchase traitors, and 
to organize in the bosom of that country 
gangs of factious men. The 1oth of 
August had plunged most of the Swiss 
families in affliction and despair.—These 
numerous warriors, whom ingratitude 
had persecuted, would have been ready 
to fly to the defence of their country. 
The same mind would have animated 
all the Cantons of Switzerland : the 
Coalesced Powers would have helped 
their efforts; and this generous nation 
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would have obtained that revenge which 
the blood of her children, cowardly as- 
sassinated, loudly 5 for. 
The plan of Claviere was to occupy 
the passes of PIERRE PER T Ius, and to 


begin the hostilities on the side of GEN E- 
va; but the activity of Bern did not 


then fail. Troops were immediately sent 
into the ERGUEL ; others were opposed 
to the French army in Savoy; and the 
project of surprise having been unsuc- 
cessful, the French Administrators, put- 
ting off to more favourable circumstances, 
the execution of their guilty plot, con- 
firmed the Treaty made with Montes 
quieu, which stipulated, that GENEVA 
and the ERGUEL should be respected 
as constituting a part of the Helvetic 
Neutrality. 


The subtle Barthelemy endeavoured 
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to attribute to the misfortunes of the 
present circumstances, all those hostile 
measures, which had so justly exaspe- 
rated Switzerland. He then, with infi- 
nite art, communicated to the govern- 
ments of the different Cantons that spi- 
rit of tergiversation, which hath, at 
last become the cause of his own ruin. 
Seduced by the perfidious expressions of 
amity which the French Government 
employed, Switzerland entertained the 
delusive hope of maintaining her tran- 
quillity, and she was imprudently lulled 
to sleep in the bosom of a blind confi- 
dence. 


Illustrious STEIGUER ! thou wast not 
insensible to the dangerous situation of 
thy Country; and that fatal neutrality 
was not the result of thy counsels. Often 
in the Senate of Bern, hast thou, with 
energetic wisdom, explained the mo- 
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tives of this maxim of Montesquien, 
which was, as a sentence of death, against 
Switzerland, when he says:“ that when 
two great Powers are engaged in an 
4 obstinate warfare, it is a bad po- 
« licy to think, that it is possible to 
« remain peaceful spectators of their 
& combats: because the Conqueror ne- 
« yer fails to undertake immediately 
« new Wars; and a nation of sol- 
« diers then attacks a people of citizens 
* only.” But thy counsels, illustrious 
STEIGUER, were rejected; thy genius 
was too vast for thy country, and most 
of those who surrounded thee had a 
too narrow one to understand thee —— 


Nothing could have been more propi 
tious to France than the system of neu- 
trality adopted by Switzerland. She has 
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zecured about 180 miles of frontiers, des- 
titute of strong places. She has fur- 
nished it with all the productions 
which she could dispense with; she has 
provisioned, during three years, the 
armies of the Rhine. These precious 
services alone should have conciliated 
to Helvetia the attachment of the French 
Administrators, if sensibility and grati- 
tude could have any influence upon 
the heart of the wicked. 


The tranquillity of Switzerland has 
then been respected only as long as the 
French Administrators thought it their 
interest not to multiply their enemies. 
Therefore, after the Preliminaries of 
Peace, signed at Leoben with the Empe- 
ror, Buonaparte soon quarrelled with 
Switzerland, on account of the naviga- 
tion of the Lake which separates her ter- 
ritory from that of the Milanese. If the 
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dread of war seemed to disappear in the 
calm moment, when France began to 
breathe, protected by the honesty of 
those virtuous Deputies, whom the peo- 


ple had had the wisdom to select, the 


Revolution of the 18th Fructidor, (in 
which the excess of despotism and ty- 
ranny infringed so imprudently the most 
sacred rights of the Nation,) induced 
the Directory to adopt the plan of Robes- 
pierre, to overturn abroad every go- 
vernment, in repressing at home the in- 
dignation of the people: then the 
scheme, only suspended, of invading 
and plundering Switzerland was renew- 
ed with activity. 
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* Dumolard was bold enough to express at the tribune 
his indignation against the Directory for making war 
without the consent of the Representatives of the People. 
The Council of Five Hundred had endeavoured to put 
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However disproportionate the forces 
of Switzerland were, when compared 
with those of France, the Directory ne- 
vertheless cautiously avoided formally to 
declare war against her, and to attack 
her openly. Such a measure would 
have strengthened the Helvetic Confe- 
deration, and united all its forces for the 
common defence: it would have been 
the occasion of a long and bloody war: 
it would certainly have incensed the 
French Nation, which, wishfully sigh- 
ing after Peace, was especially desirous 
to maintain it with a Nation her ally and 
her friend. 


causes of the events of the 18th Fructidor, and the profound 
and elegant writings which the deputies Lẽmerer, Camille- 
Jordan and Imbert have addressed to their electors on this 
disastrous day do not leave any reason to doubt of the va- 
nity of the pretences, and of the pert.dy of the Directory, 
when they adogted this shocking despotium.—— 
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The Directory wished to make that 
conquest on a sudden. For that purpose 
they resolved to weaken the strength 
of Switzerland by all seditious means: 
they laboured to conceal the atrocity of 
their intentions, and to accuse this 

friendly people of some wrongs, upon 
which they could frame some apparent 
motives of complaint. It is impossible 
to look over the dreadful picture of 0 
many perfidies without feeling a senti- 
ment of the deepest indignation. | 


From Paris, apostles of sedition were 
sent into all the Cantons of Switzerland. 
With the cunning and habit of crime, 
they too faithfully fulfilled their incen- 
diary commission. Secret clubs, com- 
posed of men who had lost their fortune, 
reputation and honour, the dregs of 
every town, were organized at Lausanne, 
Bern, 
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Bern, Basle and Zurich, as well as 
in other parts of Helvetia. In the 
Pays de Vaud real or imaginary wrongs 
of the government were exaggerated. 
Their redress was insisted upon with 
a threatening language. At Zurich, 
the inhabitants of the country were 
excited to revolt against those of the 
town. The cry of war was heard in the 
fields. The peasaats wished to escape to 
that interested egotism of which they ac- 
cused the citizens of the town. Here they 


insisted upon enjoying some rights. There 


they solicited the abolition of some indi- 
vidual privileges. Diffidence was SOWN 
among the subjects; fear among the ad- 
ministrators. They perverted the minds; 


they inflamed the passions; they rousedan 

interminable warfare among the various 

interests. To ambition they promised 

power; to cupidity, wealth; to immo- 

rality, licentiousness; to crime, impu- 
C 
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nity. All the various tribes of that 
peaceful people whose true interests were 
so intimately blended, who before formed 
but one family of friends and brothers, 
soon presented the horrid image of ene- 


mies who mutually fear and watch one 
another. 


It is the hands of the sons of Helvetia 
that the French Directory armed with 
those daggers which were to tear her own 
bosom. The perfidious La Harpe was at 
Paris and became the renowned instiga- 
tor of the premeditated insurrections. 
He wrote inflammatory pamphlets, and 
caused them to be distributed all over 
Switzerland. He daily, in the Journal 
of the infamous Poultier, calumniated 
the established authorities of his coun- 
try. In his letters to the rebels, he indi- 
cated the means of revolution; and even 
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designed its victims, as well as the manner 
by which they were to fall.* 


Tiller,+ the traitor, the rebel Ochs, 


mmm 


* 


— 


* La Harpe was born with an honest, but passionate 
and re vengeful heart. His correspondence with that La 
Harpe killed in Italy, while in the service of the Direc- 
tory, having proved that he wished to overturn the govern- 
ment of his native land, he was justly banished from it. 
Instead of making amends for his faults, and rendering 
himself useful to his country, he has not been ashamed 
to be the instigator of its ruin, and one of the leaders em- 
ployed for that purpose by the Directory. 

+ From the beginning of the French Revolution, Co- 
lonel Tiller has been a professed Jacobin. What infamy 
of his conduct can then excite wonder ? 


t Ochs, in his rage of self-importance, hath foreseen 

a revolution, as the means of bettering his shattered fortune. 

He is at present most intimately connected with Barthẽ- 

lemy's inveterate enemies; before, he was his assiduous 

courtier, and even his pensioner, as Barthelemy rented 

his house for 600 l. st. Who does not know that the rent 
C2 
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and the ambitions Bay,“ were his 
principal aid-de-camps. These intri- 
guers, under the mask of popularity, 
excited, inflamed, roused insurrections, 
courted the popular favour ; and if they 
unfortunately obtained some confidence, 
it was only to betray it, to render more 
certain the fall of their country. 


All these preliminary measures did 
not yet appear sufficient to the Direc- 


— 
m_—_ 


* 


2 


of a house at Basle cannot rise to such an extravagant 
price ? 

* Bay is a lawyer of the lowest sort. It is generally 
known that in every country the men of that class live 
only upon the broils and confusion of society, which, 
therefore, they are always ready to excite. Bay is then 
become a chief of the insurgents by the principle of a 
selfish interest. He hath flattered himself with the hope of 
making an important figure in the universal destruction of 
his government. For it is only in boisterous and stormy 
weather, that the mud rises on the surface of the waters. 


1 

tory; they wished to augment thestrength 
and the number of the rebels by the 
presence of those whom the Swiss go- 
vernments had thought proper to banish 
in the year 1789. Bacher, the French 
Envoy, solicited then their recall from 
exile, he promised for them repentance 
and peaceful dispositions. While he 
asked the grace of those traitors, he re- 
quired from the Swiss Magistracy, that 
they should persecute those innocent 
Frenchmen whom rapacity had plun- 
dered, and fury proscribed, 


When the interior of Switzerland 
seemed sufficiently ripe for insurrection, 
Mengaud began his diplomatic career. 
He arrived at Bern; and without assign- 
ing any reason for his demand, he impe- 
riously required from the Senate the dis- 
missal of the Ambassador of His British 
Majesty, 


1 

Such an unwarrantable demand should 
have required a firm, energetic answer: 
but the opinion of the respectable Avoyer 
Steiguer did not prevail in the Senate. 
The clandestine intrigues of the Direc- 
tory had already abated its energy. 
Without taking then any final determi- 
nation on the subject, it was resolved to 
send to Paris Colonel Tiller with another 
Deputy. After having received from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs few words of 
peace, these deputies were soon dismissed 
from that Capital. But, fearful to be 
thought even the apparent cause of a 
rupture, Mr. Wickham had with pru- 
dence retired, and the French rulers 
were deprived of that pretence. 


The Directory soon contrived another 
which they thought more certain of suc- 
cess, because it wounded sensibility, and 
attacked delicacy. Bacher was com- 


þ 
, 
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missioned to require that all the Swiss ofi- 
cers, decorated with the ribbons of the 
Orders of St. Lewis and of Merit, should 
cease to wear, even in their native land, 
these respectable tokens of their bravery 
and of their honorable services. The 
most insulting and vulgar expressions 
were used to degrade those who were de- 
corated with them, and he added that 
he would consider as abettors of conspi- 
racies those who still persisted in wear- 
ing them. 


8 
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* Thus begins that insulting letter: The bearers 
« of the late Orders of St. Lewis and of Merit, con- 
<« nected with the white cockades of the Condean Emi- 
% grants, who lately have been embarked on the Danube, 
„ to be sent by Poland to Russia, &c.—And it ends 
thus: The Magistrates who permit these Orders to be 
„worn, will be considered as countenancing conspirators. 
«© The descendants of William Tell should have been 
5 ashamed to wear those badges of servitude. They can- 


04 
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Though this demand was as ridiculous 
as insulting, the officers whom it had in 
view did not wish, that malevolence 
could charge them with havingdrawnup- 
on their country the storm which threat- 
ened it. Their hearts filled with the true 
Sentiment of patriotism, without hesi- 
tation offered to its repose that paintul 
Sacrifice, 


Thus unsuccessful in all their pretences 
to a rupture, which they so wishfully aim- 
ed at, the Directory determined to have 


— 3 


not be of any use but to the Condeans travelling to 
Russia: and I belicve that few Swiss will be fond of 
% that voyage.“ — Such is now the diplomatic style of 
France. Who will wonder at it, if he reflects on the men 
whom the Direc:ory employs? All the studies of Bacher 
have been confined to the profession of an unskillful coun- 
try surgeon, and it is not by prescribing remedies for some 
foutmen ia his rcighbourhocl that he can have learnt to 
treat with Magistrates and Sovereigns. | 
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recourse to more open aggressions: they 
were all accompanied with the tone of 
insult, and the language of treason and 


perfidy. 


Trampling under their feet the sanc- 
tity of treaties, and especially that in 
which they had formally acknowledged 
the Neutrality of the Erguel, the Direc- 
tory gave orders to their armies to in- 
vade it on a sudden, and to guard all its 
defiles. When that invasion was com- 
pleted, they informed the government 
of Bern of that circumstance, but at 
the same time perfidiously renewed the 
expressions of their pacific dispositions, 
declaring, that they wished only to en- 
sure the independence and the liberty 
of the Swiss.“ 


When at the departure of Bacher, the 
licentious Mengaud, specially commis- 
sioned to rouse insurrections, and to 
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support the rebels with money, was sent 


into Switzerland; with the most trea- 
cherous hypocrisy, the French Minister 
for Foreign Affairs wrote, on the 16th of 
December, that the mission of the new 
« Envoy, like that of his predecessor, 
« would have no other object than to 
embrace every possible opportunity to 
* express the sincere wishes of the Di- 
« rectory for the prosperity of the lau- 
% dable Helvetic Body. 


When Bern sent to the Pays de Vaud 
a Committee of its Senate, in order to 
restore there peace and tranquillity, the 
Directory countenanced openly the Swiss 
rebels, and declared, that they were 
bound by solemn and ancient treaties 
to protect those privileges they re- 
« claimed; and that if any of the Pa- 
* triots who had implored their protec- 
tion suffered in their persons or pro- 
« perties, the magistrates of Bern and 


„ 
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4 Fribourg should answer for it also in 
« their persons and properties.” That 
is to say, that the Directory wished to 
protect all those traitors to their country 


who were ready to call foreign armies 
to tear its bosom. 


When with the wise determination of 
uniting the minds of all its subjects, the 
Government of Bern required from 
them the renewal of their oath of fide- 
lity, then the Directory multiplied their 
intrigues to prevent the effect of this 
measure; and their Resident at Geneva 
dispatched a messenger to the Jacobin 
Club at Lausanne, with this threat, that 
„ those who should dare to take that 
„ oath would endanger their property 
„ and their life.” 


When, after General Meynard had re- 
ceived orders to approach the Pays de 
Vaud, with a part of the army of ltaly, 
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and General Shawenberg to lead the 
troops from the army of the Rhine into 
the Porentru, the Government of Bern 
was, at last, constrained to adopt some 
measures of defence; the Directory af- 
fected to be surprised, and, with the dis- 
sembled language of innocence, demand- 
ed some ex planations of their mo- 
tives. 


When the law prosecuted four peasants 
of Hochtetten who had refused to march, 
and exhorted their fellow- citizens to 
follow their example, Mengaud took 
those rebels under his special protection, 
and required the immediate release of 
the Jacobin Junod *. This was ano- 


— 
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* Junod, first a bricklayer, now a lawyer, had 
been instructed, under the reign of Robespierre, in the 
art of fomenting insurrections. As Brune's friend, he 
hath been intrusted by him with the high and important 
commission to conduct to Paris the bears kept in the 


1 
ther insurgent who had been justly con- 
fined. | 


When, at last the Helvetic Diet was as- 
sembled at Arau, to obviate, if possible, 
the misfortunes of the present circum- 
stances, Mengaud arrived in that town; 
and performed, with diabolical zeal, 
his work of darkness and iniquity ; 
soon after his arrival, an insurrection 
broke out in that town. 


What other man could be fitter 


— — — 
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fosxEs of Bern. To reward his glorious services, he 
has been presented with a magnificent coach and fifteen 
horses taken in that town ; and, in order to furnish him 
with the means of keeping up that style of living, they 
have forced Mr. Paul Portalese to pay him 3, ooo l. st. 
under the pretence of being his fees for the pleading of a 
law-suit which Junod had lost, and for which he had 
been paid too much already. 5 
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than Mengaud to prepare and foment 
insurrections? What other could have 
such powerful influence on those 
degraded beings lost to shame and mo- 
rality, who every where are the instru- 
ments of revolts? Born a pettifogger, 
he has the talent to propose emphati- 
cally palpable absurdities and impudent 
lies. The licenciousness of his manners 
is the sign of the corruption and of the 
baseness of his soul. He has the lan- 
guage and the style of Billinsgate ; pro- 
moter, as he is, of all the disgusting 
excesses of gross intemperance; the 
Iidertines of a country soon follow him 
as their chief, and listen to him as 
their master. He swears and drinks 
with them ; and it is amid those orgies 
that he gives them lessons of insurrec- 
tion. 


Such are the actual ambassadors of 
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the French Nation; such are the men 
whom she employs to maintain friendly 
relations with other governments. Is it 
to insult their allies that the French Di- 
rectory make choice of such charac- 
ters? or, do they wish thus to present 
in them faithful images of themselves ? 


While Mengaud, by profusion of mo- 
ney, was fomenting at Arau an insur- 
rection, which was soon put an end to 
by the watchfulness of Bern, another 
of a more serious nature broke out 
in the Pays de Vaud. Supported by a 
division of the army of Italy that was 
on the frontiers, the Directorial Mis- 
sionaries excited to arms about a hun- 
dred Jacobins, who took possession of a 
few insignificant places, and threw terror 
and dismay in the heart of the honest 
citizens, who are always too timid : one 
half battalion alone would have been 
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sufficient to disperse the rebels, and 
bring them back to their duty. Colonel 
Weiss, chosen commander in chief of 
the armed force, with full and unlimited 
power, could have seen himself, in an 
instant, at the head of twenty thousand 
men : But he had not accepted this ho- 
norable post to serve his country. With- 
out making the least defence, without 
the smallest effort, he gave up to the 
enemy the finest part of rhe territory 
of his Sovereign ; he abandoned to the 
fury of a handful of rebels a hundred 
and fifty thousand faithful citizens. 
He had the audacity to return to Bern, 
whose magistracy had not sufficient 
energy to have him arrested, tried, and 
punished®, 


— 


* From the beginning of the French Revolution, 
Colonel Weiss has been a declared Jacobin. In 
some writings which he has signed, he has not 
been ashamed to approve of the murder of Lewis 

| XVI., 
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The Vaudese rebels called immediate- 
ly totheirsupport Meynard'sarmy, which 
yielded to their wishes, under the condi- 
tionof receiving 35,0001. st. that were paid 
in the course of four and twenty hours. 
In their preceding attacks, the Directory 
had always asserted, that their only wish 
was to protect the rights of the Vaudese; 
but then they openly declared, in the pro- 


* 


XVI., to call himself the friend of his executioners, 
and to attempt the justification of the butchery of his 
fellow-citizens, on the 10th of August. By what fata- 
lity has he been entrusted with a post on which de- 
pended the safety of Switzerland? How could it be sup- 
posed that Colonel Weiss, universally known as having 
been an undutiful son, as being a tyrannical husband, and 
an unnatural father, could, by an unheard- of miracle, be- 
come on a sudden a good and patriotic citizen? But that 
singular event, like a thousand others, must be considered 
as the effect of the decrees of a Providence who, by an 
inconceivable blindness, which nothing can cure, seems 
to lead, with an irresistible force, all the established ga- 
vernments to their ruin. | 
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ject of a political constitution which they 
caused to be distributed, that the Swiss 
Governments were to be overthrown, 
and that all the Cantons were, in future, 
to constitute a Republic one and indivi- 
Sible, according to the plan they had de- 
creed in their wisdom. 


Then was to be seen a very moving 
spectacle, and very much calculated to 
givea formal lie to those countless calum- 
nies which had been written against the 
wisdom of the Bernese Administration. 


The Vaudese peasants, chiefly the 
mountaineers, attached to their Govern- 
ment by the inward consciousness of 
their happiness, as well as by a senti- 
ment of gratitude, abandoned their cot- 
tages, their families, their possessions, and 
in crowds earnestly claimed arms from 
their Sovereign, and implored the honour 
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of dying under their banners. It is in 
vain that they solicited them to return to 
their houses, telling, that they thus would 
be more useful to the general cause. 
Most of them obstinately refused to yield 
to these entreaties. Then was formed a 
legion justly honoured with the name 
of the Faithful. A chief worthy to 
command it is chosen. It was the Co- 
lonel de Roverea, whose services are 
known, and who has in many instances 
given irrefragable proofs both of his 
mulitary talents and of his bravery. 


As every citizen of Switzerland was 
to accept, in the name of liberty, and 
under the penalty of death, that new 
and unknown constitution ; the French 
troops marched towards Morgarten, to 
force Bern into its acceptance. The 
virtuous, the brave, the too unfortunate 
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General d'Erlack was chosen commander 
of the Bernese army that was to oppose 


the invasion of the French. 


Then that town, and consequently, 
the whole country of Switzerland, of 
which it was the bulwark, found itself 
in the most critical situation ; a situation 
which presaged the direful events which 
were to follow. Basle had been the 
theatre of a revolution contrived and 
directed by Mengaud #. 


— — 
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*Zasle, despised by Switzerland, equally detested by both 
parties, either on account of its unlimited avarice, or its dis- 
gusting Jacobinism, had covered itself with shame in in- 
fringing, with indignicy, the first laws of humanity, and 
of the rights of nations, in giving up to his executioners 
the virtuous, the energetic Richer-Serisy, whose only 
crime was, to have defended, with constant zeal and cou- | 
rage, the cause of sound principles and of virtue. Base 
and despicable Basle ! If by such a treacherous action 
thou hast wished to obtain celebrity, rest contented. The 
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The Porentru was filled with French 
troops; they were in possession of the 
defiles, and occupied all the hills, as well 
as Bienne : in one night they could have 
invadedSoleure. Tumults were fomented 
in many Cantons of Switzerland, which, 
on that account, could send but feeble 
succours to the main Helvetic army. 
Profuse of money, and diffusing every 
where seditious instructions, the dele- 
gates of the Directory were sowing 
apace divisions and diffidence: they 
were striving to neutralize most of the 
small Cantons, by persuading them that 
the cuse of Bern was not their own. 
In the Councils come traitors were do- 
mineering over the opinions of timid, 


— 


victim has escaped from the hand of his assassins ; thy 


name will be engraved with indelible characters on the 


tablets of infamy, 
= D3 
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weak and undetermined Senators; and 
thus rendering useless the counsels of 
wisdom and of prudence. An energetic 


despair was the only resource left to 


Switzerland. 


That energetic despair did indeed fill 
the soul of every Swiss citizen. Never 
was there witnessed a greater instance 
of enthusiasm, courage and firmness. 
Patriotism kindled every heart. Women 
and children, as well as soldiers, burnt 
withthe desireof dying for their Country. 
Switzerland would have been saved had 
She had only to contend against valour ; 
but she had to encounter also duplicity 
and treason : such arms were unknown 
to Helvetic loyalty and candour. 


To put the last stamp to their perfidies 
the Directory choose the cunning Brune, 
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and send him to command the French 
troops in the Pays de Vaud. 


That intriguer who from the box of a 
Stage-coach, had been raised to the post 
of General, in reward of his campaigns 
of September and of the roth of August, 
was, without doubt, worthy of the con- 
fidence of the Directory, and soon 


proved it by the most perfidious acts of 


duplicity. 


He loudly proclaimed, at his arrival 
in Switzerland, that he was come to pacify ; 
that he had unlimited powers; and that the 
Swiss Magistracies were to send forthwith some 
Commissaries to treat amicably with him. 
They came, and according to their wise 


instructions, they insisted on the troops re- 


tiring at a distance of thirty-six miles from 
the frontiers; that no requisition whatever of 
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men or money should be enacted from Sit- 
zerland; and that each Canton should remain 
Jree to perform according to its will, a change 
in its own government, without any foreign 


intervention, 


The perfidious Brune received the 
Swiss Deputies with many tokens of re- 
gard, acknowledged the equity of their 
demands, praised the open conduct of 
their government: but added, that his 
powers did not extend so far, and desired 
the delay of eight days, in order to dis- 
patch a messenger to the Directory: in 
giving the strongest assurances that he 
« would certainly bring back a desirable 
« plan of pacification.” | 


Vile buffoon ! worthy agent of those 
who haye sent thee; thou didst feign 
that honesty so much a stranger to thy 
soul; thou didst require delay, only 


C9 
to have time to sow, by thy guilty 
intrigues, in the hearts of the too frank 
and credulous Swiss soldiers, the seeds of 
suspicion and diffidence towards their 
chiefs; and to obtain, by disorganization, 
a victory which thou didst despair to ob- 
tain by the strength of arms. What 
then? Fifty thousand French soldiers, 
trained to arms, opposed to twenty-five 
thousand Swiss, taken on a sudden from 
their cottages, divided into three armies, 
and scattered over a hundred and fifty 
miles of circumference, were not sufh- 
cient to inspire thee with the hope of 
victory, without employing the resource 
of cowardly perfidy. 


Brune, together with Mengaud caused 
to be circulated profusely in the Swiss 
army and among the inhabitants of Hel- 
vetia hand-bills, declaring, * that the 
* government of Bern was wishing for 
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« a Revolution; that it betrayed the 
« people; and that it desired to tire by 
« delays the army, on purpose that it 


should oppose no resistance to the 


French, with whom it was in perfect 
«© harmony.” | NE 


On his part Mengaud endeavoured to 


disorganize the Senate of Bern; and 


for that purpose he employed Tiller and 
Bay, who, by some intrigues, had been 
chosen as the Deputies to be sent to 
Basle. These two traitors wrote from 
thence to the Senate, that the only re- 
source left them to obtain Peace, was to 
resign their authority, to overturn their 
government, and to establish a Provi- 
sional Commission. They added, with an 
un paralleled effrontery, that if the Se- 
nate refused to adopt this measure of 
safety, they invited all the citizens to 
revolt. 


11 
Such an infamy excited a just and 
universal indignation. These traitors 
received immediately an order to return; 
and the whole Senate swearing unani- 
mously to die or to save the country, led 
by the animated discourse of General 
d'Erlack, saw the necessity of yielding 
to the impatience of the troops wishing 
ardently to fight. The armistice agreed 
upon was not yet at its end; the govern- 
ment therefore gave to the commander 
in chief the most extensive powers to 
act and attack Brune at its expiration, 
if at that epoch he had not complied 
with its just demands. 


After this wise determination, General 
dErlack, accompanied by sixty officers, 
all members of the Great Council, join- 
ed the army, and with as much mili- 
tary skill as wisdom, traced the only 
plan which could have insured suc- 
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cess. Every soldier heard with transports 
of joy the rumour that he would soon 


be free to give some instances of his bra- 
very. The whole camp was rejoiced by 


the hope to sweep off the Swiss terri- 
tory the enemies who disgraced it. 


Delusive hope ! it was written in the 
heavenly decrees that these shouts of joy 
would be soon changed into the dismal 
shrieks of fury and despair. ; 
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Meanwhile the two traitors, Tiller and 
Bay returned from Basle to Berne, well 
taught by the perfidious Mengaud. 
They were his agents and his organs. 
They had signed with him a secret 
treaty; they had already told him: 
What will be our reward, if we betray 
* our native country, if we deliver it 
« into your hands ?” 


( 61 ) 

As soon as they arrived at Berne; they 
communicated their treacherous projects 
to the insurgents. They pointed out to 
them the part which they were to per- 
form. They excited the people to revolt 
by the picture of the danger which 
threatened them. With the lan guage of 
certitude, they affirmed that the only 
means to obtain Peace and to save their 
country, were to abolish the present Go- 


_ vernment. 


Amid these tumultuous agitations, 
these two seditious citizens prevailed on 
the timid Senators who had remained in 
the town, to deliberate again upon a 
measure unanimously rejected. They 
became, as one may naturally expect, 
the warm apologists of their vile pro- 
ject. Instead of arguments they employed 
sophisms: they dared utter the word of 
patriotism, and proclaim themselves the 
protectors of their country. Inspiring 
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some with fear, misleading others; to 
the language of statesmen opposing the 
general wish of the people, they at last 
obtained their aim. This mutilated 
Council abdicated its authority, over- 
turned its own government, and aban- 
doned the helm of the State to the re- 
bels, who were ambitious of power. 


The virtuous Steiguer refused to take 
any part in this infamous deliberation; 
the close of his upright and illustrious 
life was not thus to be disgraced. With 
a heart bleeding on the unhappy fate of 
his country, he divested himself of the 
badges of that power his fellow- citizens 
had intrusted him with: a power which 


in his hands, had only been the sure 


pledge of their felicity. 


A Provisional Administration, com- 
posed of Tiller and Bay, and of those 


; 
| 
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individuals whom they had pointed out, 
was immediately chosen. Brune and 
Mengaud were soon apprized of these 
proceedings by their secret emissaries. 
The new Administration informed the 
Bernese army of them, with the strict 
injunction to suspend every hostility till 
they should receive fresh orders. 


It may be conceived, what variety of 
sentiments such a sudden, such an un- 
expected overthrow of a lawful autho- 
rity must have produced in the heart of 
the officer and of the soldier. Suspicion, 
indignation, fury, dismay, despair filled 
their souls and tore it by turns. It is in- 
finitely more: easy to conceive such a 
Situation than to describe it. 


This was the very moment of disor- 
ganization and confusion, which Men- 
gaud and Brune had prepared; and 
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which they waited for to act : it is true, 
they had promised Peace, if the ancient 
Governmentcouldbe induced to resign its 
former authority; it is true, they well 
knew the injunction given to the army 
to suspend the attack; it is true, the ar- 
mistice was not at an end: and they 
could not break it without trampling upon 
all the laws of civilized nations; but 
this would be a new treason ; they were 
highly delighted with the thought, and 
they contemptuously smiled at the credu- 
lous good-nature of those, who, for one 
moment, had reposed any i 
in their integrity. 


On the Friday morning, the 2nd of 
March, Brune attacked Fribourg, left at 
that time to its own forces, and took 
Possession of it after a bloody engage- 
ment. At the same time, Schawenbourg, 
with 
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with troops detached from the army of 
the Rhine, marches rapidly towards So- 
leure, lays waste thirty-two villages on 
his passage, surroundsthe town, summons 
it to surrender, and obliges it to do it. 


The Bernese Army, which hears of 
battles and attacks from every quarter, 
cannot understand the motives of their 
inactivity; and the order, then received 
from Bern, to retreat back towards this 
city, increases the confusion which al- 
ready pervades the whole, and agitates 


every part of it. 


The factious Tiller and Bay had given 
for certain, as it has been reported above, 
that Peace and an immediate departure 
of the French army should undoubtedly 
be the happy effect of the resignation 
of the former Administration. After 
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the capture of Soleure and Fribourg, 
they dispatched a messenger to the 
French Generals, to give them the offi- 
_ cial information of that fact, which they 
very well knew before hand, and to re- 
quire, in consequence of it, the remo- 
val of the troops. But they received 
for answer the peremptory order to open 
the gates of Bern to the French army. 
The Provisional Administration then 
talked of capitulation, but the people, 
ashamed to have been deceived by them, 
loudly called for arms, and orders were 
given to General d'Erlack to prepare 

every thing for defence. 


That determination, which, in the 
actual, desperate situation of affairs, 
could hardly give any hopes, seemed, 
However, to be a very fortunate thing to 
Avoyer Steiguer. Having devoted his 
whole life to his Country, he shuddered 
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at the thought of surviving it, and he 
looked up with an enthusiastic rapture 
to the opportunity which presented it- 
self, to make to his native land the offer» 
ing of his blood on the last day of its li- 
berty, and to die with it. 


Absorbed by this grand and noble 
thought, the virtuous Steiguer, forget- 
ing his weakness, his infirmities, his 
old age, puts on his regimentals, and, 
accompanied by his brother, he goes, on 
the 4th of March, to join General d Er- 
lack, at Fraubronne, where he supposes 
the danger to be most imminent. There 
he passed the night, and the next morn- 
ing, walking through the lines, he en- 
couraged the soldiers, and instilled into 
their souls that heroical love of his 
country which fills his own. He sustained 
nine successive attacks of the enemy, 
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and, in spite of all his endeavours, he 
could not meet the deadly blow, which 
he wished for, and which mowed down 
to the ground so many victims around 
him. 


The Swiss army, having been attack- 
ed on various points, behaved every 
where in a manner worthy of its name, 
and performed prodigies of valour. 
Despair, blended with courage, had 
raised those brave warriors above the 
reach of humanity, and multiplied 
every where on the field of battle the 
most astonishing deeds of military he- 
roiem. More than four thousand of 
their enemies fell victims to their bra- 
very. A number of women, inflamed 
by the love of their Country, had fol- 
lowed their brothers, fathers, or hus- 
bands, to that scene of death, and par- 
taking of the general enthusiasm, they 
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had taken arms themselves; more than 


one hundred and fifty of them were 
found among the dead. But all these 
efforts were fruitless; the whole of the 
Swiss army hardly consisted of 12,000 
men, divided in three different corps, 
stationed at twelve or fifteen miles of 
distance from each other, and could not 
fail being overpowered by the number, 
as the French troops amounted to near- 
ly forty thousand. 


General d Erlach directed his retreat 
towards the Oberland, where other de- 
tachments went to join themselves to 
His little army. It is impossible to have 
the least idea of the despair which 
preyed upon the soul of every soldier; 
and the horrid thought of their country 
invaded by an implacable foe, united to 
the confusion and disorder which never 
E 3 
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fails to accompany a precipitate retreat, 
had cast over their countenances a sullen 
gloom, and diffused in their souls a sad 
fury, which presaged the most sinistrous 
events. 


The soldiers had never entertained. 
the least thought of the possibility of 
the triumph of the French army ; 
even then, they could not account for 
their defeat by any natural causes; and 
the suspicions of treason, which Brune 
had artfully disseminated in the camp, 
were soon, in their eyes, converted into 
certainty. Loud murmurs and bitter 
complaints were heard every where; 
threats succeeded in rapid progression; 
and all idea of subordination giving 
way to the consideration of a pretended 
justice, claimed by their betrayed coun- 
try, according to their deluded opinion, 
the brave, the generous, the heroic d'Er- 
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lach was assailed, pierced with several 
wounds, and died a victim to the mo- 
mentary blindness of some of his fel- 
low-goldiers *. 


Forgive, pale and bleeding spirit of 
Erlach! forgive thy murderers, misled 
by that very love of their country 
which inflamed thy soul: they know 
now, but too late, all the excess of their 
misery ; and they would pour the last 
drop of their blood, as an expiation of 
their error, if they could recall thee to 
life! But thy lamentable fate, that fate 
which has drawn so many tears, was 
merely the effect and the crime of the 


perfidy of Brune and Mengaud. 


— 


8 
— — 


* Several other officers, equally commendable by their 
abilities, their bravery, and their undoubted attachment to 
their country, met the tame fatal destiny. 
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Not very far from the field of battle, 
where so many Swiss had fallen for their 
country, remained alone a respectable 
old warrior, who disdained to follow 
the retreating army. In the attitude of 
pensive grief, with eyes cast down on 
the ground, the unhappy man, leaning 
against a decayed tree, seemed to be lost 
in the deepest sorrow, and to wait for 
a party of French dragoons, who were 
coming up to him, and to whom he long- 
ed to resign a life which was become to 
him a burthen: but his venerable aspect 
struck the savage soldiers with sentiments 
of awe, unknown to them; and though 
intoxicated with their victory, they 
left him untouched, and hastened to 
Some other prey, which might not awake 
their sensibility “. 


_— — — — — _ 
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* The dragoons themselves, who met this brave man, 
have told the fact. 
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In the picture of that aged warrior, 
who has not recognized the venera- 
ble STEIGUER, Shedding tears on the 
loss of his Country? Magnanimous 
man! receive the only comfort which 
is in thy power, rest on thy soul; all 
thy days have been filled; all thy ac- 
tions have been grand, noble, and just: 
thou hast made to thy country all the 
offerings which were in thy reach ; and 
it had been saved by thy genius if, con- 
scious of its dangerous situation, it had 
been prudent enough to concentrate in 


thy hands an authority necessarily 
weekened by bein g too en *, Where- 


* Dictature alone could have saved a and 
Avoyer Steiguer was the only man capable of filling up 
that eminent station. But in all Republics, the vices of Go- 
vernment are as multiplied as its springs; and mean and 
low passjons are in continual opposition to the advice of 
Wisdom. 

The great FazDERICK, whose opinion is not to be 
glighted, paid a due and well-deserved justice to Avoyer 
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ver thou mayst be, thou shalt have for 
constant attendants the gratitude of thy 
Country, the love of thy fellow-citizens, 
the respect of strangers, and the esteem. 
of Europe; and in the depth of adver- 
Sity, thou shalt feel that © the smile of 
« Virtue is always more affecting than 
all the blandishments of Fortune.” 


Bern was taken, and several corps, 
disseminated in various points, continu- 
ed to fight : the Faithful Legion, which 
had so well deserved its denomination, 
and which had performed wonders in 
the engagement near Nidau, and on other 
occasions, even four days after the cap- 
ture of the town, stood against the re- 
peated attacks of six thousand ene- 
mies : reduced at that time to eight hun- 
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Steiguer, when he said, that it would be a good bargain 
to purchase such a Minister by the loss of a Province. 
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dred men, deprived of all support, it 
would have been surrounded, had it not 
been for the indefatigable exertions and 
able conduct of their brave chief De Ro- 
verea; but all project of further defence 
was become useless, and to no purpose : 
it was obliged to yield, but upon advan- 
tageous terms; and it was the only 
corps which obtained an honourable 
capitulation, for they were permitted to 
retreat, with arms and baggage, towards 
the county of Neufchatel. FRY 


With Bern, Switzerland is fallen 


and, in the short space of a week, the 
perfidious machinations of the Directory 


Have completed the ruin of a peaceful 
and quiet nation; the happiness of 
which was the interesting result of the 
wisdom of many generations and ages. 


Sensible of the general odium thrown 


1 


on such an infamous conduct, the Di- 
rectory endeavour to attenuate their 
glaring guilt, by publishing in all the 
newspapers which they pay, that the 
Swiss Government was actually making 
againſt France a clandestine war. 


But who could be imposed upon by 
such an assertion, when facts proclaim 
it as calumnious? Was it then to wage 
a clandestine war, to adhere to a strict 
neutrality, whilst the blood of our sons 
loudly called for revenge 2. . . Was it 
then to wage a clandestine war, to an- 
swer by acts of amity, and by good 
offices, to the humiliations and injuries, 
which you have been pleased to make 
us drink to the dregs?... Was it then to 
wage a clandestine war, to guard your 
frontiers, when the least condescension 
on our part would have been the cause 
of their certain invasion? .. Was it then 
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to wage a clandestine war, to supply, 
during three years, your armies with 
the horses and provisions which they 
were in want of? .. . Was it indeed to 
wage a clandestine war, when, humbly 
submissive, we eagerly complied with all 
the ridiculous or whimsical orders which 
your despotism was pleased to enjoin 
us?. . . Was it then, at last, to wage a 
clandestine war, when we paich to your 
Generals, on their passage through our 
country, honours which our Sovereign 
himself was not greeted with? 


Ah! for once be true: rather confess, 
that your covetous ambition aspired af- 
ter the devastation and plunder which 
the ease of that unfortunate country 
promised; rather confess, that, unfeel- 
ingly dooming thousands and thousands 
to death, you expected to find in Helvetia 
new warriors, who could fill up the 
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chasms which your destroying military 
fury 'incessantly occasions in your ar- 
mies; rather confess, that you wish to 
overturn every existing political order of 
things, because you may then, and then 
only, command without effort, and 
overrule people given up to anarchy *; 
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That intention is announced in the most scandalous 
and impudent manner in che Journal of the infamous 
Poaultier, entitled: L'. Ami des Lois, a periodical publica - 
tion, paid by the Directory. The article I allude to is in 
Ne. 960, in the — dds 
day, 2d April, 1798. 

In the first article of that publication, under the deno- 
mination of Lanterne agique, the reader may see for 
the motto: Kincs ARE MADE FOR OUR COMMON 
PLEASURE. He then insuits, in the most outrageous 
manner, the Chiefs of the Governments overturned by 
the Directory; and, at the same time, pouring forth the 
most violent abuse upon the King of England, the Em- 
peror of Russia, the King of Sardinia, the Emperor of 
Turkey, the Queen of Portugal, the King of Naples, 
and the Emperor of Germany himself; he boldly asseru, 
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rather confess, that Swiss Libery pre- 


zented a too striking contrast to the 
chains you have loaded the French 
nation with. Confess that you were 
afraid lest that sight might awake in 
them the energy necessary to break 
your oppressive chains, and that you 
wish to extend its miserable situation, 
and involve in it the whole world; 
rather confess, that you found the Hel- 
vetic Government guilty, because it de- 
zerved the just attachment of its sub- 
jects, and because, by wise ceconomy, 
though with very small revenues, it 


Indeed, all the Sovereigus of Europe cannot be more fully 
warned against the machinations of the Directory; and 
no or never, their duty is, to consider whether, by suffer 
ing longer the existence of that tremendous monster, 
Anarchy, they will silently consent to their own fall, and 
to the loss of all those nations, whose happiness God has 
intrusted to them. | 
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was naturally a standing reproach to the 


inconceivable depredations of your Ad- 
ministration. 


But if, as you have repeated it so of- 
ten, you merely intended to restore to 
the Vaudese Country certain rights, 
which you have pretended to secure to 
them; if, as you have maintained it 
afterwards, your only wish was, to free 
Switzerland from the Bernese Oligarchy, 
and its supposed Aristocracy ; why, after 
their fall, did you continue to lay waste 
Helvetia by war ?—What crimes had 
Zurich, Schaffausen, Basle, St. Gall, 
Geneva, committed against you ? What 
crimes had Underwall, Glaris, Schwitz, 
Uri, Appenzel, committed against you ? 
for they enjoyed the most Democratic 
Government, and they have lately dis- 
played such a laudable resolution to 

| pre- 
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preserve the laws which, for so many 
centuries, have secured their happiness. 
Why did you carry all the horrors of 
war among people who were ignorant 
ot your existence? Why would you 
have them renounce the source of their 
felicity, and accept of a form of Govern- 
ment which tyranny alone, and indeed 
the most barbarous tyranny, could au- 

thorize you to dictate them ? 


Methinks I see your warriors, blindly 
Slaves to your orders, climbing up the 
craggy and lofty rocks, which once se- 
cured the peace of that good People. 
Methinks I hear them thundering your 
decree : © Die, or obey the Directory, 
« who send us toslaughter you.” French 
Grenadiers ! what are you doing ? Desist 
- - These warriors were long time your 
friends, your fellow-soldiers; are you 
| F 
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going to strike tkem ? They only wish 
for tranquillity, and you come to disturb 
it; they constantly shewed themselves 
your defenders, and you come to attack 
them; they have never ceased to sup- 
ply, as much as was in their power, all 
your wants, and you come to plunder 
their property. Their neutrality has 
been the protection of your own land ; 
and, as a reward for it, you come to 
invade their territory !—Ah! do not 
dishonour bravery by employing it $0 
basely ! 


But military discipline prevents all 
reflection, and the French soldiers forget 
that the Directory, which commands 
their operations abroad, are at home the 
inflexible prosecutors of their relations, 
and the direst plague of their country. 


After the triumph of the French Go- 
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vernment, it is easy to judge of the sin- 
cerity of its wishes for the happiness of 
the Swiss Nation; indeed, it is from its 
actions that we may safely judge of its 
true motives, and of the real sense which 
must be given to the words, LIBERTY, 
EQUALITY, FELICITY, which are as the 
vanguard of the armies which it sends 
among the nations whose plunder it bas 
decreed *. 


All the villages at a distance of twelve 


”—_ ä 
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Montaigne speaks of France as follows (Essais, 
Book II.): What an indiscreet Nation we are | not 
„ being satisfied with having fame to proclaim our 
« yices and follies, we visit the other Nations, and ex- 
« pose the scandalous sight of them before their eyes.” 
What would this Philosopher have said, if, deplorable 
witness to that horrid Revolution, he had seen the Dires- 
tory wishing to disseminate over the whole globe the 
countless evils which they bave poured on France? 
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miles from Bern have been totally 
plundered ; and these horrid scenes have 
been repeated in the suburbs of that 
town. 


Notwithstanding the unparalleled ac- 

tivity of the French Generals in exact- 
ing contributions, they were not found 
expeditious enough by the Directory ; 
and, in order to organize the depreda- 
tions in a more rapid manner, they sent 
as Commissary, the terrorist Carher, 
who has, indeed, fulfilled his charge 
with a zeal, which will not be forgotten 
in Switzerland for many centuries. 


At the first entrance of the French 
troops, Bern has been summoned to 
pay 800 thousand French livres, Fri- 
bourg, 300 thousand, and Soleure the 
same sum. The French Commissaries 


then carefully took possession of all the 


( 8s ) 
treasures, and secured the money depo- 
sited in foreign funds; they seized also 
all the papers which seemed necessary to 
realize the capitals.* 


The arsenals have been absolutely 
plundered, and above 500 pieces of can- 
non, and 80 thousand stands of arms, 
with all sorts of ammunition, have been 
carried to Huningen. 


All public schools, dis pensaries, or 


— — 


—— 


* It is true, that the English Government, on purpose 


not to supply its enemies with money, has wisely declared, 


that nothing shall be paid in future to Switzerland. That 
| declaration has occasioned a little disappointment to the 
French Directory, who, although bankrupts for sixty 
millions of assignats, and guilty of starving to death all 
the creditors of the State, are not ashamed to brand Eng- 
land with infamy, because she refuses to pay the bonds 
which they have stolen from Switzerland. 
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hospitals, have been shut up; and the 


funds appropriated to their use, though 


accumulated by a wise ceconomy, have 
not been respected.* 


All the citizens have been disarmed 
with an unexampled severity ; even the 
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The Legislative Body of the Helvetic Republic, sit- 
ting at Arau, had declared, in the sitting of the 23d of 
April last, all the public revenues of the Cantons belong- 
ing to the Republic, which is also ans werable for every 
debt; and that accordingly, the money which was in the 
public bank at Basle should be transferred to the National 
Treasury of the Helvetic Republic at Arau. In conse- 
quence of that decree, the money was about to be carried 
there, when, by an order of the French Commissary, it 
has been put into ii; own private bank. 

It is natural to suppose that the Legislators and Direc- 
tors of the new Helvetic Republic, will, ere long, per- 
ceive that, in spite of their pompous titles, their feathers, 
and their gaudy apparel, they are but a Department of 
the French Republic, which they will be obliged submis- 
sively to obey at the first beating of the drum. 
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sword has not been left to the officers; 
and the labourers, plundered by the 
troops, harassed by incessant requisitions, 
overcharged with soldiers whom they 
are obliged to maintain, unable to culti- 
vate their ground or to follow any kind 
of industry, have no other prospect but 
absolute want and misery. 


These devastations, though dreadful, 
did not yet seem sufficient to gratify the 
rapacity of the Directory: and lest the 
remains of opulence of a few indivi- 
duals might restore a sort of activity ta 
industry and trade, they have intended to 
crush barbarously all the families which 
had once a share in the Administration: 
as if it was in them a crime to have been 
serviceableto theircountry. Accordingly, 
they have demanded from these families 


six millions at Bern, three at Zurich, 
- 
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two at Fribourg, two at Soleure, two 
at Lucerne, one at Notre-Dame-des- 
Hermites, and one at St. Urbain. In the 
mean time, perfectly aware of their 
inability of raising such sums, Carlier 
had dragged along with him a rapacious 
band of Jews, to lend money at an ex- 
horbitant interest to those who were 
obliged to pay, and in order to 
force them to apply, without hesi- 
tation, to these ruinous means, he 
Seized as hostages, twelve of the most 
respectable members of the ancient Go 
vernment, and inhumanly sent them to 
France. 


Virtuous Magistrates! thus injustice 
made you witnesses of the sensibility 
and grief of your former subjects: you 
then enjoyed the consolatory reward of 
virtue in misfortune, when you heard 
every where on your passage their bless- 
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ings; and when you saw the deep con- 
cern, of the people whom you had 80 
long made happy ; and whom violence 
alone had torn away from your paternal 
care. Bayonets, it is true, were em- 
ployed to stifle their indignation; but 
their souls were oppressed, sincere tears 
dropped down their pale cheeks, and 
their disarmed hands were lifted up 
to Heaven, whilst in the secret of 
their hearts they sued for vengeance. 
When the Divine Justice shall 
give up to their lamentable but deserved 
fate your persecutors, they shall remain 
Strangers to those comforts. 


— 


— — 


* When one considers the multitude of innocent vic- 
tims which the French Rulers persecute with an obstinate 
rage, one is ashamed to be a man; but as BELIs ARTS 
said: It was not under the reign of a Monarch that 
„% Camillus and Aristides were proscribed. 
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French rulers! is this therefore the 
only effect of your perfidious promises ? 
Is this the Tree of Liberty which pro- 
duces plenty and happiness? You come 
to plant among us, with an emphatical 
importance, that Tree of Deception, and 
in return, you carry away our treasures, 
you take possession of all our public 
property, and you sell it for your own 
benefit. You come, as you say, to bring 
us happiness; and instead of it, you as- 
sassinate our wives, you plunder and 
destroy our habitations, and demand 
from us contributions beyond our means, 
You pretend to give us liberty, and you 
plunder our arsenals, you carry away 
our arms, and you deprive us of every 
method of self-defence. 


Is then the free man to be disarmed ? 
Chains are made but for slaves !—You 
speak of tranquillity, of peace: how 
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came they to be escorted by devastations, 
swords and flames !—We knew, indeed, 
that precious tranquillity ; we enjoyed 
it before you came amongst us: but it has 
retreated ; it has fled for ages to come; 
your barbarity has deprived us of it. 
If your words are to be believed, you 
wished only to free us from the Oligarchy 
of Bern, from the Aristocracy of its Se- 
nate: why then did you attack the most 
democratic Governments? Why did 
you declare war against Glaris, Schwitz, 
Uri, Appenzel? * Why did you deprive 
the Nation of their virtuous Magistrates, 


—_— 
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* The small Cantons have defended themselves with 
unexampled courage and spirit. The French have lost in 
several attacks above 6000 men ; and at last disappointed 
at such a resistance, aud persuaded that they should not find 
any treasures in those mountains, they have granted them 
an honourable capitulation; but it may be easily supposed 


that they only wait for a proper opportunity to revolu- 
tionize them. 
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and replace them by traitors loaded with 
infamy, such as Bay and Augsbourg,* 
by that infamous set of men, naturally 
fond of dissention, ambitious, despotic, 
and never hesitating to do mischief: of 
men who have contracted a long habit 
of sucking the blood of their fellow- 
_ creatures, and of deceiving them by 
specious words and high-sounding 
phrases; whose crafty and turbulent 
character has, in this dire Revolution, so 
powerfully contributed to the general 


disorganizat ion. 


You have, it is true, opened the gates 


—— —— 


—— 
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This new- created Magistrate was formerly a groom 
at Geneva, where his revolutionizing studies first com- 
menced. He was afterwards one of the four peasants of 
Hochstetten, who refused to march for the defence of 
their country: certainly these were strong recommenda- 
tions in his ſavour to be elected. 
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of the prisons; but as you had appro- 
priated to yourselves the funds neces- 
Sary to supply their wants, it became 
indispensable to empty them: and your 
rapaciousness, united to the desire of in- 
creasing anarchy, by letting loose upon 
society dangerous felons, whom the laws 
had wisely separated from the rest of 
mankind, has been the only motive of 
that pretended and fatal humanity.* 


If the situation of Switzerland is at 


Le Carlier has been rewarded for all his depredations by 
being nominated Minister of the Home Department. He 
has been replaced in Switzerland by the Citizen Rapinat, 
to whom, conjointly with the Citizen Forfaix, is commit- 
ted the care of continuing the plunder of that country. 
Indecd at the bare mention of the names of these Agents, 
one is tempted to believe that Moliere himself baptized 
them in order to charaCterize the honesty of their func- 
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present dreadful, the future opens to her 
view a yet more melancholy prospect. 


That silly constitution which is im- 
posed upon her by the force of arms, 
is in no way adapted to a country, where 
a few miles of distance produce, every 
where, an absolute disparity between the 
productions, the nature of the industry, 
the character, and manners of the in- 
habitants, and the regimen necessary to 
these different localities. The first be- 
nefit which this new plan of Govern- 
ment will bring to Switzerland will un- 
doubtedly be a civil war. 


The only aim of that Constitution is 
to substitute-to a free Government a des- 
potic authority, to put Switzerland un- 
der the controul of France; to require 
from her, at any time it may think pro- 
per, supplies of men and money; and 
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to force her, at last, to victual the armies 
which it will be pleased to send there. 


It isnot difficult to foresee the annihi- 
lation of those wise establishments of 
education and charity which were $0 
well calculated to foster a tender age, and 
to reheve misery. They are already shut 
up and deserted. They now present to the 
afflicted eye nothing but the pompous 
remains of ancient prosperity. 


All the treasures, all the public funds, 
having been dilapidated, plundered, 
sold; taxation will become of course in- 
dispensable, and will nevertheless be in- 
sufficient to supply the necessary ex- 
pences of the Administration. 


Switzerland is very far from afford- 
ing to her numerous inhabitants all the 
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objects of primary necessity. The wis- 
dom, the prudence, the long and severe 
ceconomy of her Administrators had con- 
quered the barrenness of her soil, and 
carried the image of ease in the bosom 
of sterility. 


Who will at present retrieve the di- 
sasters under which she now groans ? 
Where will be found the men who will 
so greatly interest themselves for her fe- 
licity ? Where will she find the funds 
necessary to fill her storehouses with 
corn, salt, in a word, with all the ob- 
jects which she is in want of? 


appropriated to her situation. The tra- 
der has already fled; the foreigner is 


departed; most of her commercial rela- 
tions 


Her present situation forebodes the 
speedy fall of that confined industry 


1 

tions have already ceased; the manu- 
factures languish. Alas! that country 
unhappier than Savoy herself because 
She is less productive, will offer no other 
resource to her inhabitants than the des- 
perate one of following their depredators, 
and going with them to overturn other 
States, destined like Switzerland, to 

curse the French Directory. 


Good God ! avert such imminent mis- 


fortunes. Cast on that unhappy land 
a a protecting and benignant look. Thy 


goodness of old granted her an happy 
freedom. Renew for the sons of Helve- 


tia that invaluable blessing. May the 
adversity to which they are doomed by 
thy Providence remind them of the vir- 
tues of their ancestors, and afford unto 
them the means of imitating them. 


G AP- 
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WuorrsT the Editor was translating the 
foregoing political Pamphlet, he confesses he en- 
tertained some fears that the picture of the Au- 
thor might be charged with a teint of exagge- 
ration, with the language of passion, and with 
strong party prejudices: but these fears dis- 
appeared, when he perused in the newspapers, 
the eloquent Note transmitted to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, with the request to commu- 
nicate it to the French Directory, by Citizen 
Zeltner, a Democrat, and the present Helvetic 
Plenipotentiary at Paris. He thinks proper to sub- 
join that Note as the most irrefragable proof of 
the truth of the picture drawn in the French 
Original. 


The Minister Plenipotentiary at Paris from the 
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Helvetic Directory, after recapitulating the vex- 
ations which the Commissaries have exercised in 
Switzerland, adds : 


The consequences of a conduct so irritating 
ought to be seriously apprehendled from a people, 
who are neither distracted by pleasure, nor to be 
intimidated by force, and with whom gentleness 
alone will succeed. It is exceedingly impolitic 
not to study their character better, and to act 
towards them as if they posseszed that happy 


thoughtlessness with which the French adopt no- 
velties, the apathy of the Batavians, or the do- 
cile pliability of the Italians. This irritable and 
courageous people adhere firmly to their religion, 
to their democracy, and to their ancient manners. 
Every thing which bears the stamp of infidelity 
and oppression, fills them with indignation and 
resentment. When they have nothing more to 
lose, when they are driven to despair, they are 
capable of every excess; and Helvetia may be- 


come the theatre of scenes still more horrible than 
G 2 
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those of La Vendèe. The undersigned trembles 
to use this language ; but it is his duty to employ 
it. Not to unvcil to the French Directory the 


whole truth were a crime. 


+ The Grisons have already discovered a dis- 
position to decline all connection with us, on 
hearing of the deplorable state into which Swit- 
zerlar.d is plunged. They prefer a yoke which 
formerly inspired them with horror. The chains 


of the Tyrol are rivetted. Suabia, on the point 


of embracing the system of Liberty, rejects it 


with disdain. Those who formerly had sworn to 
propagate it, now swear to oppose it with all 
their might; and the reighbours of Helvetia 


refuse with horror ſruit u hich seems poisoned. 


„The true Republicans of Helvetia will be 
the firt victims ef so gat disorders. The 
town-, he o<v:y SUPPURT, the only asylu f 
3 9 \ oe. 7 „4 11) ywiams 0 
the new der of things, will be es posed to tlie 
fury of thc inhabitants of the country, who ac- 
cuse them of having caused their misery and 


zem, by giving the first impulse to the Revolu- 


1 
! 
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tion. Upon them will fall the first ebullition of 
their frantic rage. The English consider them- 
selves as protected from the resentment of the 
Great Nation, because the latter allows useful 
neighbours to tear their own: vitals, and allows 
her enemies to avail themselves of the most va- 
luable advantages. Situation, history, experience, 
every thing proves the importance of this neigh- 
bourhood to France ; every thing excites the 
enemies of France to unite themselves with a 
brave and estimable people, whose fate at present 
inspires such general interest. 


The Minister Plenipotentiary concludes with 
the following demands on the part of the Hel- 
vetic Republic: | 


1. That the funds of every denomination 
which have been sequestrated, or which have 
Leen taken from the Helvetic Nation, should be 
restored to its new Government, to enable 1t to 
meet the expences of its Revolution; to organize 
an armed force which may render the Helvetic 
Republic worthy of an alliance with the French 
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Republic; to pay for articles of the first neces- 
Sity which France may furnish to Switzerland, 
such as grain, salt, &c. &c. 


* 2. That the different parts of Helvetia, on 


which contributions have been laid, should be 
exempted from them. 


© 3. That the artillery, arms, magazines, and 
in general, every thing taken from the Helvetic 
Nation, should be restored to the Constitutional 
Government. 


* 4. That the number of French troops in 
Switzerland, especially cavalry, be reduced to 
what shall be absolutely necessary; and that 
these troops evacuate the country as soon as pos- 
sible. 


64 5. That the Constitutional Government of 
the Helvetic Republic be favoured, in every pos- 
sible way, in the exercise of its authority; and 
ſor this purpose it is necessary; 
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© That orders be given to the Agents of the 
French Government in Helvetia to take measures, 
in concert with the Directory of the latter power, 
upon every point in which it is concerned, to 
act only in its name, with its consent; observing, 


at the same time, all the respect which is due 
to it. 


« That the French troops, which remain in 
Switzerland, be auxiliaries ; that, instead of tra- 
versing the operation. of the Government, they 
shall support it; that they shall assist it as often 
as required. | 


That the advantages given to the Canton of 


Bern respecting the maintenance of troops, be 
extended to all Helvetia. 


(Signed) Z8LTNER.” 


FINIS. 


